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Comments on Notice of Inquir PP Docket No. 93-21

R
Page 6. In addition, to measuring migration by the humber of
games telecast via the various mediums, it is important to
ascertain the viewership (ratings) of the various telecast
forms. The interest, after all, in migration is consumer
welfare and to assess this it is necessary to guage
consumption. Since expanding markets and new technology would
have likely led to an increase in the number of off-air
broadcasts in the absence of subscription television, the
appropriate measurement of migration is between the projected
number of telecasts and number of viewers in the absence of
subscription television and the actual number in its presence.

Page 9. ESPN has not foresworn interest in a new contract
with Major League Baseball. All they have said is that they
do not wish to extend the present contract terms into 1994.

It is also imperative to keep in mind that once migrated
viewership can be limited by three forces: (1) price; (2)
decision by a cable company not to carry the station showing a
sports event (e.g., NYC, Cablevision and MSG a few years ago
after MSG beat out Sportschannel for the Yankees’ contract);
and (3) league restrictive practices (e.g., when Yankee games
are transferred from superstation WPIX to MSG a fan in New
England with access to cable loses access to Yankee games
because except in southern Connecticut cable companies in New
England are not allowed to carry MSG.)

Page 11. It is my understanding that superstations already
receive some money, albeit modest, from the Copyright Royalty
Tribunal.

Page 12, point 25. Some interesting econometric tests could
be done here. It is important to assemble all the relevant
data. I would be happy to help out.

footnote 28. The Holmes’ decision really is based on two
points. The one mentioned and the judgment that baseball is a
service, not manufacturing, activity.




Page 13. You might want to also inquire into the impact of
the merger of Prime Network and Sportschannel, and into the
desirability of sports’ leagues doing their own programming.
I think, especially in the case of baseball, there is a
compelling case to be made for central programming of
telecasting.

Other than the above, I think the notice is right on target.

e
Andrew Zimbalist
Robert A. Woods Professor of Economics
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